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NRG Expert Market Intelligence Report Highlights: 

Natural gas deregulation – onwards and upwards 

Carbon reduction commitments and low gas prices relative to other fossil fuels have made natural gas 

more attractive for power generation and transportation. Overall consumption of natural gas has been 

growing worldwide. In emerging economies such as China and India domestic supply has not been 

able to meet growth in demand.  

Private sector involvement and deregulation 

To meet the growing demand for natural gas and increase coverage, private sector involvement is 

expected to increase.  

Europe and the CIS 

Full market opening in the EU has taken place in all of the original 15 EU member states, except 

Greece and Portugal, which reported 86% and 94% market opening respectively. Of the new ascen-

sion countries, most markets are open, except Hungary, which reported gas market opening of 48%.  

The natural gas sector is largely state-owned in the CIS, with indications of gradual market opening. 

In December 2010, the Russian government adopted Regulation 1205 which plans for a step-by-step 

liberalisation of the market through a transitional period from 2011 to 2014. 

Americas 

The North American gas markets are partially deregulated. In South America the market is less 

deregulated. Recently the Argentinian government expropriated YPF SA, a subsidiary of the Spanish 

oil and gas company, Repsol YPF SA. 

Asia and Australasia 

There has been gradual reform of the natural gas market in some countries, but remains largely in the 

hands of the state. The use of natural gas has been increasing in the region, especially in China and 

India, where domestic production has not kept pace with demand, and in South Korea and Japan, 

which are highly reliant on energy imports.  
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Middle East 

In the Middle East, the natural gas industry is largely state-owned.  

Africa 

The natural gas industry is largely state-owned in Africa, and is mainly concentrated in the North 
African countries.  
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